A Great Englishman                    [1787
His sojourn in France had done him good; he had begun
to find his feet and gained a little more poise and self-confidence
as well as polished manners, and a good French accent.
The family energies were now centred on getting him a
job as soon as possible, anything would do so long as he
became employed, there being nothing so irritating as a job-
less youth hanging about the place. Even brother Richard
seems to have been in a hurry to get him started.
Let me remind you [he writes to the Duke of Rutland *] of a younger
brother of mine, whom you were so kind as to take into your considera-
tion for a commission in the army. He is here at this moment, and per-
fectly idle. It is a matter of indifference to me what commission he gets,
providing he gets it soon.1
On March iyth Arthur Wesley was gazetted Ensign of the
73rd Regiment.f
It would be interesting to know where he was for the
next nine months. He was certainly not with his regiment,
for that was at Dinapore, Bengal; yet from a remark made
to Croker in after years he certainly seems to have been doing
regimental duty somewhere.
He told me [says Croker $] that within a few days after joining his first
regiment (I think he said the 73rd) as an ensign, he had one of the privates
weighed in his clothes only, and then with all his arms, accoutrements,
and Ht in full marching order, with the view of comparing as well as
he could the power of the man with the duty expected from him. I
said [continues Croker] that this was a most extraordinary thought to
have occurred to so young a man. He said," Why, I was not so young
as not to know that since I had undertaken a profession, I had better
try to understand it." a
1 Letter quoted by Sir Herbert Maxwett, VoL /, pp. 5? 6.
2 Croker Papers, VoL /, p. jzz, footnote.
* Manners, Charles, 4th Duke of Rutland, 1754-87. Lord-Lieutenant
of Ireland, 1784-7.
f Now the 2nd Battalion of the Black Watch.
, $ Croker, John Wilson, 1780-1857.   Politician and essayist.   M.P.
for Pownpatrick 1807.   Secretary to the Board of Admiralty.   Born in
Ireland and a lifelong friend of Arthur Wellesley.